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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Pritzker Military Museum & Library Announces 23rd Annual Liberty 

Gala 

 

General (Retired) Stanley McChrystal to receive 2026 Citizen Soldier Award 

 

KENOSHA, WI – August 5, 2026 – The Pritzker Military Museum & Library will hold its 

23rd Annual Liberty Gala on Saturday, September 19, 2026, at the Hyatt Regency 

McCormick Place Chicago. 

This year’s theme, “Spirit of ’76: Birth of the Citizen Soldier,” reflects the tradition of 

Americans who have answered the call to serve. As the PMML’s largest annual 

fundraiser, the Liberty Gala supports the preservation of its collections and the 

exhibitions and educational programs that bring the stories of the Citizen Soldier to the 

public. 

2026 Honorees 

General (Retired) Stanley McChrystal will receive the 2026 Citizen Soldier Award. 

General McChrystal served for 34 years in the U.S. Army, including as commander of 

the Joint Special Operations Command and commander of U.S. and international forces 

in Afghanistan. 

“General McChrystal is a distinguished choice for the Citizen Soldier Award,” said 

Lieutenant Colonel Jennifer Pritzker, USA (Ret), PMML Founder. “His service as a 

veteran, entrepreneur, and author reflects a lifelong commitment to leadership, service, 

and creating value for others. His contributions in uniform and as a civilian embody the 

spirit of this award.” 

 

During the evening’s program, General McChrystal will join Jeremy Hobson, radio 

journalist, podcaster, and host of The Middle with Jeremy Hobson, for a Fireside Chat 

about leadership and service. 

 

The PMML will also present its 2026 Founder’s Award to Eden Juron Pearlman, COL 

(Ret) David Pelizzon, USA, and CW5 Phyllis Wilson, USA (Ret.). Eden is a nonprofit 

executive and consultant who previously served as Interim President of the PMML. 

Dave served nearly 30 years in airborne and special operations units before beginning a 
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career in manufacturing and investment management. Phyllis served 37 years in 

military intelligence and now leads the Military Women’s Memorial.  

“Eden, Dave, and Phyllis have each made meaningful contributions to the PMML and to 

the stories we preserve,” said Scott English, President and CEO of the Pritzker Military 

Museum & Library. “Their work reflects the spirit of service that the Founder’s Award 

was created to recognize.” 

Permanent Medal of Honor Exhibit 

The evening will include a Fund-a-Need appeal supporting the PMML’s permanent 

Medal of Honor exhibit. The exhibit will feature the Medal of Honor awarded to Hershel 

“Woody” Williams and other materials honoring his life and legacy. Williams received the 

Medal of Honor for his actions during the Battle of Iwo Jima. 

Gala Information 

Gala attendees may also take part in an exclusive morning visit to the Pritzker Military 

Museum & Library and Mission94. Additional information is available on the Gala 

website. 

The PMML recognizes Prime | Capri Interests and Audrey and Albert Ratner for their 

leadership support, and Captain Dave’s Foundation as presenting sponsor of the Gala 

After Party. Additional support is provided by Alphatec Spine, BPEA Private Equity, the 

Elizabeth Dole Foundation, PenFed Credit Union, Anthony Pritzker, Karen Pritzker, 

Laura Ricketts and Brooke Skinner Ricketts, and The Wende Museum. 

For tickets, sponsorship opportunities, honoree biographies, and complete event details, 

visit www.pritzkermilitary.org/liberty-gala-2026. 

About the Pritzker Military Museum & Library 

The Pritzker Military Museum & Library connects the public to military history, national 

security, and military affairs through exhibitions, public programs, and research centered 

on the lived experience of the Citizen Soldier, with a focus on the Cold War’s lasting 

global impact. Located in Kenosha, Wisconsin, the non-governmental, non-partisan 

institution houses more than 40,000 artifacts and over 70,000 book titles, serving 

audiences locally, nationally, and worldwide through in-person and digital engagement. 
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