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Biographical Note 
 
Hans W. Walcher was born in Iowa on May 11, 1920 to Hans and Alma Walcher from 
Germany. He enlisted in the U.S. Navy on December 3, 1941 and served on the U.S.S. 
Oneida and the U.S.S. Fayette among other ships. He served in the Pacific in Korea, 
the Philippine Islands, and Okinawa. 
 

 
Scope and Content of the Collection 
 
This collection consists of the souvenirs, correspondence, and photos from the WWII 
Pacific theater service of Hans W. Walcher. 
 
Arrangement 
 
The collection arrived with no discernible arrangement and was rearranged by PMML 
Staff into 1 slim legal-size document box.   
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Rights 
 
Copyrights held by Jill Wold were transferred to the Pritzker Military Museum & Library. 
All other rights are held by the author or publisher. Users assume responsibility for 
following copyright laws as established by US Code Title 17. 
 
Access 
 
Researchers must use reproductions of valuable original documents, unless otherwise 
granted permission by PMML staff. 
 

 
Key Subjects 
 
This collection is indexed under the following headings in the Library’s online catalog. 
Researchers interested in materials about related topics, persons, or places should 
search the catalog using these subject headings.  
 
Names 
  
Walcher, Hans W. (1920-?)  
 
Subjects 
 
United States. Navy. 
U.S.S. Oneida 
World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns--Japan--Okinawa Island. 
World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns & battles--Palau--Peleliu Island. 
World War, 1939-1945--Campaigns & battles--Philippines. 
 

  
Container List 
 

Box Folder Item ID # Title Dates 

1 1 
 

Pacific Souvenirs 1944-1945 

  
800152001 

Domain of the Golden Dragon, Ruler of the 
180th Meridian Certificate 

17-Feb-45 

  
800152002 Realm of the Golden Dragon certificate Jan-44 

  
800152003 

Nansei Shoto, Ryuku Islands-Loochoo 
Islands Pocket Guide 

n.d. 



  
800152004 

Headquarters 98th AAA Gun Battalion 
Intelligence Bulletin No. 1 

16-May-45 

  
800152005 Envelope from the Navy to Hans Walcher n.d. 

     

 
2 

 
Photos 1945 

  
800152006 

Souvenir Photo from San Francisco, Hula 
Skirts  

n.d. 

  
800152007 

Souvenir Photo from San Francisco, 
Monkey in a Box  

n.d. 

  
800152008 

Birth Announcement for Michael Craig 
Erling 

1-Jan-45 

  
800152009 

Photo of Hans Walcher in a leather Navy 
booklet 

n.d. 

     

 
3 

 
Correspondence 1946 

  
800152010 Letter to Hans from a friend-- Bob 29-Jun-46 

  
800152011 Address for D.F. Mattlin n.d. 

     

 
4 

 
U.S.S. Oneida Souvenir Photos 1945-1946 

  
800152012 

Letter from the Navy regarding the photos 
from U.S.S. Oneida 

9-Jan-46 

  
800152013 List of photo descriptions  n.d. 

  
800152014 

Photo 2: Catholic Services on board 
Oneida 

Jul-45 

  
800152015 

Photo 3: Catholic Services on board 
Oneida 

Jul-45 

  
800152016 Photo 4: Scrubbing Bunk Bottoms  Jul-45 

  
800152017 Photo 5: Boxing Matches  Jul-45 

  
800152018 

Photo 8: Chief's hut on Mog Mog Island, 
Ulithi 

Feb-45 

  
800152019 

Photo 10: Crossing Equator- Pollywogs 
eating in messhall 

30-Sep-45 



  
800152020 

Photo 11: Crossing Equator- Shellbacks 
eating in wardroom 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152021 

Photo 13: Crossing Equator- Pollywog 
navigators 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152022 

Photo 14: Pollywog officers mustering for 
watch 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152023 

Photo 15: Crossing Equator- Ensign Smith 
on lookout for Davy Jones 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152024 

Photo 16: Davy Jones and Captain 
Geisenhoff 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152025 

Photo 17: Crossing Equator- Royal Judge 
reads charges to Captain 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152026 

Photo 18: Crossing Equator- Royal Judge 
reads charges to Lt. Morse  

30-Sep-45 

  
800152027 

Photo 19: Crossing Equator- Initiation 
Scene 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152028 

Photo 20: Crossing Equator- Initiation 
Scene 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152029 

Photo 21: Crossing Equator- Pollywog 
before the Royal Princess 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152030 

Photo 22: Crossing Equator- Royal 
Chaplain and Royal Devil 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152031 

Photo 23: Crossing Equator- Royal Medics 
Administering 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152032 Photo 24: Crossing Equator- Royal spark 30-Sep-45 

  
800152033 

Photo 25: Crossing Equator- Relief for the 
Royal Princess 

30-Sep-45 

  
800152034 

Photo 26: Crossing Equator- Hosing down 
new Shellbacks  

30-Sep-45 

  
800152035 

Photo 27: Japanese prisoners coming 
aboard at Okinawa 

Jul-45 

  
800152036 

Photo 29: Japanese prisoners chipping 
paint 

Jul-45 



  
800152037 

Photo 30: Japanese prisoners lined up to 
leave ship at Pearl Harbor  

Jul-45 

  
800152038 

Photo 29: Japanese prisoners chipping 
paint 

Jul-45 

  
800152039 

Photo 30: Japanese prisoners lined up to 
leave ship at Pearl Harbor  

Jul-45 

  
800152040 

Photo 30: Japanese prisoners lined up to 
leave ship at Pearl Harbor  

Jul-45 

  
800152041 

Photo 33: Japanese prisoner stretcher 
case leaving ship at Pearl Harbor 

Jul-45 

  
800152042 

Photo 34: Japanese surrender party 
landing at Ie Shima on way to Manila 

Jul-45 

  
800152043 

Photo 35: Japanese surrender party at Ie 
Shima 

Jul-45 

  
800152044 

Photo 36: Oldest church in Philippines 
(1580) at Samar 

Sep-45 

  
800152045 Photo 37: Church at Samar, P.I.  Sep-45 

  
800152046 

Photo 38: Bell Tower of church at Samar, 
P.I. 

Sep-45 

  
800152047 

Photo 39: Entrance to church at Samar, 
P.I.  

Sep-45 

  
800152048 

Photo 40: Peleliu Island-- "Bloody Nose" 
ridge and airstrip 

Oct-45 

  
800152049 

Photo 41: Peleliu Island-- "Bloody Nose" 
ridge 

Oct-45 

  
800152050 

Photo 42: Peleliu Island-- Memorial 
Cemetery 

Oct-45 

  
800152051 

Photo 43: Chinese junk on Pel Ho, 
Tientsen, China 

Nov-45 

  
800152052 

Photo 44: Saipan-- Captain Geisenhoff and 
Comdr. Duffy 

Jun-45 

  
800152053 Photo 45: Church at Naha, Okinawa Aug-45 



  
800152054 Photo 46: Locomotive at Naha, Okinawa Aug-45 

  
800152055 

Photo 47: Officers' Club at Empress 
Augusta Bay, Bougainville 

Oct-45 

  
800152056 

Photo 48: Volcano from Empress Augusta 
Bay, Bougainville 

Oct-45 

  
800152057 Photo 49: Native village, Bougainville Oct-45 

  
800152058 Photo 50: Native women, Bougainville Oct-45 

  
800152059 

Photo 51: Rickshas at end of line, 
Tsingtao, China 

Nov-45 

  
800152060 Photo 52: Pony carriage at Tsingtao, China Nov-45 

  
800152061 

Photo 53: "Red Swastika" Society (Chinese 
Relief Society), Tsingtao, China 

Nov-45 

  
800152062 

Photo 54: Altar (Buddhist) in Red Swastika 
Society, Tsingtao, China 

Nov-45 

  
800152063 Photo 55: Chapel at Saipan Jun-45 

  
800152064 Photo 56: P-boats in lock at Jinsen, Korea 8-Sep-45 

  
800152065 

Photo 57: P-boats coming out of lock at 
Jinsen, Korea 

8-Sep-45 

  
800152066 Photo 59: Korean natives at Jinsen 8-Sep-45 

  
800152067 Photo 60: Native Korean at Jinsen 8-Sep-45 

  
800152068 Photo 61: Bull cart at Jinsen, Korea 8-Sep-45 

  
800152069 

Photo 62: View of Jinsen-- Catholic mission 
in background 

8-Sep-45 

  
800152070 

Photo 63: Entrance to Catholic mission at 
Jinsen, Korea 

8-Sep-45 

  
800152071 Photo 64: Church at Manila, P.I.  27-Nov-45 

  
800152072 Photo 65: Port Director's Office, Manila  27-Nov-45 

  
800152073 Photo 66: Apartment building, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152074 Photo 67: Business College, Manila 27-Nov-45 



  
800152075 Photo 68: Business College, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152076 Photo 69: Legislative building, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152077 Photo 70: Post Office, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152078 Photo 71: Government building, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152079 Photo 72: Street scene, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152080 Photo 73: Street scene, Manila 27-Nov-45 

  
800152081 

Photo 74: Rigging "homeward bound" 
pennant 

28-Nov-45 

 


