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NAVIGATE THE 
BATTLE OF THE 
BULGE WITH THE 
106TH DIVISION!





BRUSSELS
ENGLISH CHANNEL

16 December 1944 
German artillery 

announced the 
Battle of the 

Bulge.

The 57mm Anti-Tank 
Gun was one of the first 

casualties.

The order came 
for the 106th to 
pull back.

I strapped my 
M1911 Pistol 
to my ankle, 

and picked up 
an M1 Rifle in 

the retreat.

We felt like 
children, forced 

to obey orders 
that did not make 

sense to us. 

WeWe were here to 
fight, not run 

away.

But it was too 
late. The 106th 
surrendered to 
the Germans 
19 December.

of my

We broke down our 
weapons

jacket.

the lining
dollars in

a few 
I slipped

and handed over our  
      money,

though

BAM!BANG!

COLOGNE

We made our way to Bleialf, a village in the 
Ardennes Forest just inside the German border.

BLEIALF
LUXEMBOURG

CHELTENHAM

LE HAVRE

LONDON
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The Germans loaded us onto 
Forty-and-Eight boxcars

...sixty to a car.

We took turns

BLEIALF
GEROLSTEIN

STALAG IX-B

BAD ORB

The guards 
photographed each 
prisoner

STALAG IX-B
26125

2612
5

The officers and 
NCOs were 
separated, and the 
Jewish soldiers 
were sent to a 
labor camp. We 
privates arrived 
atat Stalag IX-B.

and issued new dog tags.

From this point on, we 
were just numbers.

sitting and 
standing 
for four 
days and 
four 
nights.

COLOGNE

FRANKFURT

STALAG IX
-B

26125
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restaurants

through work.

But the guards 
would hit us 

with 
branches

back home.

and meals

The money I had 
hidden bought 
me extra soup

We ate "grass soup" made of 
turnip tops

if we worked 
too slowly.

all my favorite

could be earned 

POW!

February 1945, a 
prisoner attacked

The guards lined us up. Every 10th man was to be shot until 
the guilty man stepped forward.

The blood on 
the man's 
clothes gave 
him away, 
and we 
escaped 
thethe firing 
squad.

Soon I could hear artillery in the mountains.

Rescue was on its way.

a guard for more 
food.

and more food 

I made lists of
and drank 
melted snow.
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BAM

BANG!



STALAG IX-B

I did not realize how weak I had become until I needed help onto the truck.

In Le Havre
at

STALAG IX-B

LUCKY 
STRIKE

2 April 1945 the Germans left Stalag IX-B disguised as civilians
and we were liberated by the 44th Division.

got a clean, 
lice-free 
uniform,

13 April 1945 I began my 
voyage home aboard the

JOHN ERICSSON.

I showered,

and ate until I 
was sick.

I had a terrible toothache, 
but I did not want to wait 

any longer.

CAMP
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IN

The Army dropped me off in 
Indiana and I hitchhiked 
from

EDINBURGH

OH

COLUMBUS

WARREN

they had thought I 
was dead.

FORT WAYNE

CLEVELAND

CAMP
ATTERBURY

IN

When they heard I was 
MIA, they moved to 
Ohio to be with my 

mother's family.

None of my letters from 
Stalag IX-B ever 

arrived,

Soon I had my discharge, and 
a case of "Chicago-itis" 

that had been growing since 
I visited the 1933 World's 

Fair.

19 42

But when I got home, my 
parents were gone.

FORT WAYNE

INDIANAPOLIS

to Fort Wayne.
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In 1946 I moved to the city to start my life.
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Some Service Flags 
feature more specific 
markings. Consider 
adding to your stars:
   -   a gold cross for 
       the wounded 
   -   a gold circle for
       deco       decorated service.
   -   a gold circle
       and a gold cross
       for the missing.
   -   a red circle for
       the captured.
   -   a red pentagon
       for the deco       for the decorated
       wounded.

Design a Service Flag! 
During WWII it was very popular for a family with members in the military to display a 
Service Flag in their window. Think about your own family history or others you may 
know as you follow the directions to color and assemble your own Service Flag.
   -   A Service Flag is white with a red border and gold fringe.
   -   One star is added for each member of the family serving.
   -     -   A blue star indicates a living member of the family.
   -   A gold star indicates a family member who has died in service.
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