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— Melina Testin

Born 13 August 1924 in Providence, RI, "Mac" was
drafted in 1943. He qualified for the Army Specialized
Training Program, and studied engineering at
Providence College until the program ended in 1944.
September 1944-April 1945, Mac served with the 261h
Yankee Division in Europe. After The war, Mac became
Dr. Ekstrand the Podiatrist. He passed away in 2018.

In March 19435, Patton's Third Army crossed into
Germany. The 20th spent the spring nevtralizing Nazi
forces in the southeast corner of Germany.
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Wounded and captured, we finally
made it

American
bombers greeted
us as we arrived.
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WILLYS MB
JEEP

Willys MB jeeps were produced in the United States during WWII,

1941-1945.The Army selected auto manufacturer Willys (pronounced Willis)

as the manufacturer of military jeeps, though Ford factories also

b manufactured a GPW (General Purpose Willys) jeep to keep up with demand.

The Willys Military Model B became one of the most recognizable vehicles of

Jthe war. Thanks to their versatility and rugged design, more than 600,000
jeeps were built during WWII. American jeeps were valued tools and
desirable even to the enemy, like the Germans who captured Mac's jeep.

The Army Specialized Training Program (ASTP) was a wartime V ﬁ
program, 1942-1944, designed to train officers for the Army in a college

setting, while ROTC was suspended during WWII. During basic training,
recruits took an exam to qualify for the program. Only 2% of Army recruits

earned a spot in the ASTP to study Engineering, Medicine, or Foreign
Language. As preparations began for the June 1944 D-Day invasion, ASTP I

dissolved, transferring thousands of students, like Mac, to combat divisions.

PURPLE HEART

The Purple Heart is a medal awarded to service members wounded or
killed in action. First awarded in 1932, the Purple Heart is a modern version
of the Badge of Military Merit, introduced by George Washington in 1782.
More than 1 million Purple Hearts, depicting George Washington, were
awarded during WWII, and the medal continues to be awarded today.
National Purple Heart day is celebrated annually on 7 August.

The 20th Yankee Division was founded as the Massachusetts Army
National Guard. Mac found himself in the 26th after the ASTP dissolved, and
soon landed with the division at Utah Beach three months after D-Day, 7
September 1944.The 26th spent the fall fighting through France and the
winter locked in Luxemburg during the Battle of the Bulge. In March, the
26th crossed the Rhine River and spent the spring neutralizing Southeastern
Germany. The equestrian German officers Mac encountered near Nittenau
surrendered to the 26th within days of his capture.

Kitchen Patrol Duty  George S. Pattonwas  Stalagisan AMobile Army

(KP)is a generally an American general abbreviation of the durgical Hospital
undesirable job givento  during WWII. He German word for (MASH) was a

junior enlisted soldiers commanded the Third Prisoner of War Camp. At sophisticated field
which involves US Army in France and the Stalag in Straubing,  hospital introduced
preparing and serving Germany, including the ~ Macand other POWs during WWII to treat
chow, and cleaning the 26th Yankee Division, were only fed one slice major wounds requiring

kitchen and mess tent. 1944-1945. of bread a day. immediate attention.
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1945 WILLYS MB

cut along the dotted lines, fold along the solid lines, glue as directed

Build a Willys MB like the one Mac drove in WWII!



Uisa| ewl|aw o~



